* The author wishes to thank James Benn and two anonymous readers for their insightful comments, which he has incorporated in this article.
1 As we will see below, one of Daoxuan's principal teachers was a secondgeneration disciple of Sengchou.
2 It should be noted, however, that his Jingxin jieguan fa 淨心誡觀法 (Recommending Contemplation Methods for Purifying the Mind) refers to various forms of meditation and contemplation, a fact that fully attests to his expertise in meditation. Written for one of his disciples who had just entered the saÒgha, this twojuan manual aimed at providing some measures for keeping the precepts with the aid of meditation and contemplation. 4 One of these synoptic treatises, the "Xichan lun," can be regarded as both an introduction and a conclusion to the xichan section in the Xu gaoseng zhuan. Not only does it elucidate Daoxuan's own understanding of the practice of meditation, but also, if read in conjunction with the biographies in the xichan section, it yields the earliest and most reliable picture of the Chinese meditation tradition during this crucial period. Unfortunately, despite its importance scholars of Chinese Buddhist meditation, and historians of Chan in particular, have not paid sufficient attention to this document. To the best of my knowledge, the only systematic investigation of it has been made by Jan Yunhua 冉雲華 in one of his recent articles.
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